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‘Isiaf: Lead us to the Promised Land’ is message from Indiana, while North Carolina sings
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praisesof Perkins, Worthy and Wood

City brimming with NCAA crowd

The good hatels are Tull, the good
restaurants are Tull, the Soclety Hill
clubs are full. Philadelphia is spifl-
ing over with the thousands of col-

tego basketball followers here for the

Final Four tlournament; the showcase
event of the NCAA, going on at thé
Spectrum. They began gathering
Wednesday and swelted to a peak by
yesterday afternocon's
final game.

It is not a show-business celebrity
crowd. It is mostly a young, enthusia-
sic college crowd, and its celebrities
are named Isiak Thomas and Ralph
Sampson, Bobby Knight and Dean
Smith, Al McGuire and John Wooden.
Perhaps 1,000 coaches are here, pro
scouts, college bands, proud univer.
sity presidents and faculty members.

And the elite of the nation’s sports-
writers are here, the Dave Andersans
and John Schuellans and Curry Kirk.
patricks.

They came 10 a city {n the midst of
a public transportation strike, but
fow seom to mind. They are out on
\he town, joking, laughing, beling
and sweating 1t oul. The mood is a
merry one, and evorywhere there is
talk of the tournament.

*

The St, Joseph's basketball players,
whe shocked the ngtion when they
otiminated topseeded DePaul from
the NCAA tournament but dmer feil
10 Indians, watched yosterday's
games together at a party in Somth
Jorsey. They were guests of James
Dearborn, the uncle of St Joseph's
forward Mark Dearborn, at a game-
watching party with three TV sels. 5t
Joseph's was granted 20 Final Four
tickels, along with the other Big §
schools. But at 53 a sei, and in view
of their party invitation, mast play-
ers declined. Coach Jimmy Lynam
was a1 the Spectrum, howaver.

*

They didn’t make it to the Final
Four as players, they didn't even
make it past the second round of the
Natianal Invitation Tournament, but
freshmen Terence Stansbury and
Srapger Hall, Temple  baskeivall
payers, were a1 courtside at the Spee-
Irum yesterday.

“F guess going from & player 10
ball boy is sort of a comedown,”
Stansbury said. "Dut at least we're
in.

*

The arrival of the Louisiana Siate
Unilversity team al the Warwick
Hatel left the building 100 percent
occupled. Alter 1he 45 guests desig-
nated "tcam™ arrived, 60 athers des-
ignated "band” arrived. There was a
moment of panic when a truck pulled
np with the band instruments. The
Instruments ended up as floor-to-ceils
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A SHAVED HEAD accented with paint
expresses LSU cheerleader Johnny
Brewertan's sentiment about what
team is No. 1, but there i a convine-
ing argument to the conirary by Indi-
and roaters.
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ing occupants of Mecting Room B on
1he second floor.
L

The bars ai the Frankiin Plaza
Hetel, NCAA and press hendquarters,
opened early Friday and the bariend-
ers reported a kively business,

One woman bartender was asked if
that would indicate that those in-
volved witk college sports are heavy
drinkers.

“0f course not," she said. “The
drinkers are all reporters.”

L ]

Among the media celebrities stay-
Ing at the Franklin Plaza is A
McGuire, the NBCTV commentator
who coached an NCAA champton at
Marguette, 1ls arrival was cagerky
awalted by the hotel manager, Tho
mas 0'Connor Muldoan,

Muldoon has been in the hotel
business for some lime, and is- not
caslly dazzled by celebrities. But he
wanled to mett McGuire, ho says,
beeanse "1 wsed 10 hang oot a1 his
porents' bar in Rockaway."

»

The Virginia team is staying at the
Marriott on City Line Avenue, and
the management there offered ta put
#4o0t, &-inch Ralph Sampson {Associ-
wled Press Player of the Year) in a
special room with an oversize bed.
Sampson, however, declined. He
would prefer, he said, sharing a regu-

<

lar room with a teammate just like
everybody else.
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Tom Toohey, owner of the New
Shippens at 4tb ond Bainbridge
Streets, created & drink in honor of
the NCAA, using substances begin-
ning with those four letters. In &
goblet, he mixes New -York cham-
pagne, colntreaw, akvavit and anis-
ette.
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01d QOriginal Bookbinders, which
can seat 1,000 people, was completely
booked for the weekend, It was the
scene of the city's welcoming party
for MCAA officials and coaches
Thursday night, .

Outside the place, ar autograph
hunter painted ta Richard Doran, the
city representative, and asked who
he was, - .

“Dick Doran,” he was told, .

“Waw," he said. "The fighter!"

And ke hurried away in pursuit of

‘Doran, thinking he was Raberto
Duran,

. .

At some of the restauranis and
nightspots in town, a favorite cus
tomer sport is speculating about the
team affiliation of any young man
over § feel 1all.

Jutlus Esving, the famous Dr. J of
the 76ers, was eating at Bogart’s, 17th
and Walnut Sireets, and a number of
people asked Sidnaey, the maite d°,
which college he played for.

“He's one of the great players in
the game," Sidney said, “but when |
said he wasn't on an NCAA 1oam,.
peaplo tost interest.” .

»

Among the loyal Indiana fans at
he Spectram was Carl Wilson, 33, an
insurance broker from Gary, [nd. I
drove 11 hours to see this Indiana
win, and tomorrow I've got (o drive
back,” he said. “And believa it or nan,
Fll be back in my Vega Monday
mothning driving back. Yeair, I know,
You say: ‘What about. the ges
crunch? Well, | say this is the Final
Four, gas crunch or no gascranch,™
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Bryant Gumbel of NBC-TV was the
carly floor attractlon yesterday, First
the Indiana cheerleaders introduced
themselves, followed by the LSH
cheerleaders. Gumbel seemed ' un-
casy with the attention byl said gra-
ciously: “Excuse ms, girls. I'd rather
stay with you, but there's & natlen.
wide audience waiting."

L]

There were faur basic colors in the
S):qctrum: Indiana red, LSU yellow,
Virginia orange and Carolina blue,

Signs ranged from “This is Ralph’s

EHouse" to “Isfab, Indiana and No. 1"

‘The object was to get the signson TV,

Sa whenever NBCTV enalyst Bitly
Packer walked the floor during first
game warmups, the sign bearers
?h'outed after him: "Bitly! B! Bil.
o

"Il get "em all," Packer answered.
“Every encof 'em."

L]
“Celabrities? I hear there are four
‘governors here,” said Samuel Taylor,
who works with Spectrum security.
“l alse Tan into this fellow named
.|[Ed}Smider."
“Whai does he do?™ someane asked.
“Anything he wanis,” he teplied.
“Heowns the Spectrum.”
»

"Greal going, Isiah! Great going)”
Indiana fan Allen Wallace shouted
when Indiana all-American Isiah
Thomas left the Indiana LS game

i with 1 minute, 50 seconds remaining.
“Sally," he said, lurning to his wife.
“Let’s name our next son Isigh, whad-
daya think?"

[ ] .

“Dur cheetleaders are lacking™
said Kevin Wilson, & sophomore at
Virginiz. "We just need some better-
looking, women at Virginie"

“Yeah, but Carolina's aren't any
better," sald Rick Johnsan, a Virginia
friend. "Does il really matter, any~
Wy

“Heck, we'me on national telewi-
sion," said Witson, “Yau. bet it mat-
ters.”

[ ]

A Tenness¢e legislalar is among
the officlals working the tourca.
ment, Rep. Dale Keltey (R., Hunting-
don) & referee (or the Southeastern,
Matre and Ohio Valley Conlferences, |
is part of the two, three-man afficlat-
ing teams. The offictals areny teold
which game thoy will work uniil the
night before or the day of the game.
Tennessee lawmakers hope o see
Kellay in the title game Monday
night, and-will start the House ses
sion an hour early and discuss only
10bilis belore the &:15 pom. tipoff.

; .

Tt was fun and games with the
North Carolina snd Virginia [aus.
Once, when & North Carolina player's
shot missed rim, backboard and all, a.

“chorits ¢choed. from. the Virginia
section: “Ait ball! Air ballt” And the
North Carolina section respended:
“Air heads! Akrheadst™ -

: »

“Al Green, | tove you! Al Green, }
love you!" a Carokina womean shouted
during the second game. -

“Its Al Wood,” & {riend lurned ta
inform her.

Contributing to ikis article were
stﬁﬂhwritam hr Core and George:
Shirk. T



