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P
ASSING ALONG
some city high school
football tidbits . . .

Most players go
through their entire

careers without posting a long
touchdown. Mike Palmer
zoomed for two in 1 night.

As resurgent Ryan gave Roman
a maxi-scare before falling, 28-26,
in Catholic AAAA Friday, the 5-8,
140-pound Palmer returned the
opening kickoff 90 yards. Then,
1:27 before game’s end, he caught
a (roughly) 20-yard pass from
Mike Anusky and turned it into
a 95-yarder.

The performance stirred mem-
ories of Rick Burns’ early-late
show for Egan vs. Neshaminy in a
1982 opener. He took the opening
kickoff 92 yards for a score and
tallied again with 0:17 left on a
99-yard interception return.

Palmer said he liked his first
TD the best, “because that was
my first kickoff return of the
whole season. I’ve always been
back there. First one I got to
touch.

“I was talking to [teammate]
Shane Kelly at lunch. I was tell-
ing him, ‘Roman’ll be tough to
beat, but if I take the opening kick-
off to the house, we’ll have them
on their heels the whole
game.’ . . . That’s what hap-
pened, right?

“Then, when I was standing
back there, [Mike Frain, father

of 2011 baseball star Eric Frain]
was walking past the goal post on
his way to the stands and yelled to
me, ‘Take it to the house, Mike!’ I
pointed to him and said, ‘I got
you!!’ Then I did my little leg
jumps and I was ready!”

That memory-maker (key
block supplied by Nick Le Van)
was scored at the west end of
Northeast’s stadium. He scurried
the other way for No. 2.

“Roman has fast guys,” Palmer
said. “I turned around a little at
one point and saw No. 21 and No. 7
[Marcus Kelly and William Full-
er] chasing me. I was thinking,
‘Guess I’m gonna get caught.’ But
I made it and it was, ‘Can’t believe
I outran two Division I recruits!’ ”

In all, Palmer made four catch-
es for 190 yards, tying Nick Ferdi-
nand’s 2006 school record, so his
five touches produced an amaz-
ing 280 yards (56.0 average).

Meanwhile, guess who claims
he can dust Palmer?

“Yeah, I’m probably the fastest
guy on the team,” Anusky said,
laughing. “I can beat Mike. Easi-
ly.”

Said Palmer, without hesita-
tion: “He can.”

While watching Roman strug-
gle early, Tracey Davis, energet-
ic mom of d-back Darryl Mintz,
yelled, “You guys wearing all that
pink; you’re startin’ to play like
girls!” . . . The acknowledged
city record for shortest time span
for a three-TD sequence (25 sec-
onds, Frankford-Gratz in 2006)
was threatened Friday (27 sec-
onds) when Northeast’s Harold
Alexander passed 40 yards to
Christopher Gary, then Donald
Smith (86 yards) and Anthony
Quail (82) ran back kickoffs.
There were also consecutive KO-
return TDs, to start the second
half, in SJ Prep (frosh John Reid,
89) vs. McDevitt (Keith Young,
86) . . . In last weekend’s Scoring
Battle of First Cousins, the
Youngs (Keith, of McDevitt, Ee-
rin of Imhotep) bested the Peo-
pleses (Desmon and Brandon,
of Wood), 32-24. Eerin was tops in

points with 20 . . . Chestnut Hill
soph Andy Reid, a starter at de-
fensive end, on whether the Andy
Reid should be fired: “I don’t
watch much football. I just play
it.” On having the name: “Awe-
some. Yup, still. I’ve been hearing
jokes since I was 8 years old. I’m
over it” . . . For the last play of
the first half, Haverford School
had the ball at CH’s 42. Coach
Rick Knox’ prevent defense fea-
tured three guys standing along
the goal line . . .

Via a quickly formed/approved
cooperative sponsorship, Edison
has added some players from
Bracetti (whose season was halt-
ed after four games, because of in-
sufficient numbers). Zamir
Boney and Xavier Cornish had
catches vs. Central . . . West Phil-
adelphia’s William Monaghan
boasts almost as many conver-
sion catches (eight, with three Fri-
day vs. Gratz) as regular catches
(10) . . . Dillen White scored for
Fels vs. Bartram on a 102-yard in-
terception return. Teammate
Eric Jones returned a fumble the
exact same distance, but the refs
ruled Michael Britchette
(2-yard TD run) had broken the
plane before losing posses-
sion . . . How often does this hap-
pen? University City scored only
once vs. Franklin despite amass-
ing 284 passing yards (231 for
Joshua Fenwick, 53 for Karim
Karamoko) . . . Northeast’s
Howard Lynn continues to kick

rightfooted, punt leftfooted. Oh,
and he used pretty much his
whole body to make a TD-saving
tackle vs. Washington on a kick-
off . . .

Central soph Walt Pegues
scored on punt returns of 75 and
48 yards vs. Edison and now owns
four return TDs for the sea-
son . . . Just last fall, Fels’ Tyree
“Bam” Rucker set the Pub’s sea-
son record for TD passes with 25.
Frankford’s Tim DiGiorgio al-
ready owns 20 . . . La Salle’s
Tim Wade rushed for 235 yards
vs. Judge; the school record of
243 was set last year by Jamal
Abdur-Rahman, now a Villano-
va freshman. ¢

Send email to
silaryt@phillynews.com.
Online high school coverage at
philly.com/rally.

TED SILARY’S
TOP 10

1. Archbishop Wood ..................... 6-1
2. La Salle ....................................... 6-1
3. Malvern Prep ............................. 5-1
4. Roman Catholic ......................... 5-2
5. Father Judge ............................. 4-3
6. St. Joseph’s Prep ....................... 5-2
7. Frankford .................................... 5-3
8. West Catholic ............................ 4-3
9. George Washington ................. 6-1

10. Chestnut Hill ............................. 4-2
Under consideration: Haverford

School (3-2), Monsignor Bonner
(4-3), Cardinal O’Hara (4-2), Edward
Bok (6-0), Archbishop Ryan (3-4), Ger-
mantown (3-4), West Philadelphia
(7-0).

2 TDs MAKE PALMER’S NIGHT

Mike Palmer: big night

HIGHSCHOOLFOOTBALLSTATISTICS
RUSHING Yds.

Name, School G No. Yds. Avg. /Gm. TD
Hakeem Sillman, Wash. 7 136 1253 9.2 179.7 20
Cedric Madden, C. Hill 6 145 1032 7.1 172.0 15
Keith Young, McDevitt 7 170 1090 6.4 155.7 14
Marcus Kelly, Roman 7 148 1073 7.3 153.3 10
Shaquil Sammons, Bok 6 106 840 7.9 140.0 10
Eric Neefe, Penn Char. 6 142 824 5.8 137.3 12
David Williams, W. Cath. 7 142 954 6.7 136.3 7
Tim Wade, La Salle 7 149 884 5.9 126.3 13
Rolando Ransom, C. Tech 7 142 841 5.9 120.1 7
Ben Coulibaly, B. Latin 7 121 800 6.6 114.3 5
Eerin Young, Imhotep 6 64 596 9.3 99.3 9
Zachary Rego, Hav. Sch. 4 70 390 5.6 97.5 2
Daquan Brown, Dobbins 7 122 671 5.5 95.8 4
Sharif Smith, Furness 6 94 559 5.9 93.2 11
Tymere Blue, Roxboro. 7 133 599 4.5 85.6 7
Matt Smalley, Judge 7 75 582 7.8 83.1 10
Desmon Peoples, Wood 5 48 410 8.5 82.0 8
Antwoine Powers, N-G 5 93 387 4.2 77.4 4
Raul Quinones, Judge 6 99 439 4.4 73.2 3
Brandon Jones, Bartram 7 87 502 5.8 71.7 5

PASSING Yds.
Name, School G Cmp.-Att. Yds. Pct./Gm

. TD
Michael Keir, Roman 7 92-162 1342 56.8 191.7 10
Tim DiGiorgio, Frankford 7 74-140 1341 52.9 191.6 20
Rob Daniels, Judge 7 69-134 1226 51.5 175.1 9
Skyler Mornhinweg, SJ Prep 7 84-162 1003 51.9143 .

3 14
Cedric Wright, G-town 7 57-109 1001 52.3 143.0 9
Jim Haley, Bonner 7 60-126 916 47.6 130.9 8
Joey Monaghan, Wood 7 40-49 892 81.6 127.4 10
Matt Magarity, La Salle 7 62-114 881 54.4 125.9 12
Shane Thomas, N-G 7 52-124 850 41.9 121.4 9
Mike Anusky, Ryan 7 51-101 792 50.5 113.1 10
Sal Bello, Carroll 7 58-133 789 43.6 112.7 7
James Chakey, Hav. Sch. 5 38-81 540 46.9 108.0 7
Pat Schoenberger, Lans. 7 47-112 719 42.0 102.7 6
Anwar Mathis, Franklin 5 41-109 505 37.6 101.0 5
Ryan Dydak, Central 6 41-62 598 66.1 99.7 14
Christian Connor, McDev. 4 19-50 391 38.0 97.8 5
Karim Karamoko, UC 6 37-66 586 56.1 97.7 5
Miguel Sanchez, Lincoln 7 44-84 638 52.4 91.1 3
Sharif Smith, Furness 6 22-55 500 40.0 83.3 6

Erik Lark, B. Latin 7 49-138 561 35.5 80.1 5
Joseph Walker, Mast. 6 29-77 479 37.7 79.8 5
Harold Alexander, NE 7 24-44 536 54.5 76.6 7
Ricardo Streams, W. Phila. 7 35-71 499 49.3 71.3 10

RECEIVING Yds.
Name, School G No. Yds. Avg. /Gm. TD
William Fuller, Roman 7 35 583 16.7 83.3 6
Marcus Lyles, U. City 7 30 555 18.5 79.3 4
Myles Brooker, G-town 7 25 494 19.8 70.6 5
Savoy Martin, Frankford 7 20 487 24.4 69.6 7
Teron Dobbs, Carroll 7 20 444 22.2 63.4 5
James Ward, Lansdale 7 22 437 19.9 62.4 4
Nijay Kelly, Fels 7 24 414 17.3 59.1 4
Nate Smith, Wood 7 12 393 32.8 56.1 4
Colin Buckley, La Salle 7 24 385 16.0 55.0 8
Will Parks, G-town 7 21 364 17.3 52.0 4
Mike Palmer, Ryan 7 11 359 32.6 51.3 2
Eric Womack, Bonner 7 19 358 18.8 51.1 2
Aaron Allison, Fkd . 4 11 202 18.4 50.5 2
LaQuille Nesbitt, NE 7 11 348 31.6 49.7 5
Richard Drayton, Central 6 22 294 13.4 49.0 8
John Landis, Judge 7 21 337 16.0 48.1 3
Sean Coleman, La Salle 7 19 314 16.5 44.9 3
MarquiseMcFarland, Linc. 7 13 313 24.1 44.7 1

Malakiah Hunter, Furness 6 13 258 19.8 43.0 3

KICKSCORING Pts.
Name, School G PAT FG Pts. /Gm.
Nick Visco, Wood 7 38 1 41 5.9
Kyle Battin, SJ Prep 7 25 3 34 4.9
Connor Foley, Judge 7 25 3 34 4.9
Aron Morgan, Haver. Sch. 5 14 3 23 4.6
Jake Wright, Wash. 5 17 2 23 4.6

OVERALLSCORING
2-Pt. 1-Pt. Pts.

Name, School G TD PAT PAT FG Pts. /Gm.
Hakeem Sillman, Wash. 7 20 0 0 0 120 17.1
Cedric Madden, C. Hill 6 15 0 0 0 90 15.0
Shaquil Sammons, Bok 6 14 3 0 0 90 15.0
Keith Young, McDevitt 7 15 0 0 0 90 12.9
Eric Neefe, Penn Char. 6 12 0 0 0 72 12.0

OFFENSIVELINEOFTHEWEEK
LA SALLE: For helping the offense roll to 479 yards —star RB

Tim Wade had 235 — in a 33-14 win over Judge.
Members: C Connor Kerrigan, Gs Patrick Hoffman and Tom Spi-

teri, Ts Matt Maginnis and Dan Wasylenko, TE Mike Piscopo,
WRs Colin Buckley/Sean Coleman. (Special mention to FBs Chris
Kane/Jared Herrmann.)
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