From
To: Alicia Evans
Date: Monday, November 24, 2008 1:06:18 PM
Ce:

Subject: Re:

Gooed Aftemoon Ms. Nixon,

| want you to know that we were very disappointed with the judge's ruling, and believa it or not, Judge
Cunningham asked to hear my testimony as to our thoughts on reunification. ! told the DHS attornay prior to court
that 1 would be unable to offer testimony supporting reunification,and that she'd hava to do most of the talking if
we were unable to proceed with the termination hearing. The legal department knows how difficult this case has
been, and that there was no way the social work team would be able to say all that much in favor of reunification
at the hearing.The judge also knew that, and | think that was why he asked for my testimony. So | told him in no
uncertain terms that we don't believe it is in Khalil's best interest to be reunified with his birth parerits for many
feasons, the main reason being that Khalil has been with yau since birth, and is now calling you and your
nusband ‘Mommy" and 'Daddy’. There is no denying the strong bond Khalil shares with you and your husband,

Judge Cunningham assured me that he understood where | was coming from, but that there is no legal standard
to pursus adoption at this point.

As we've discussed on many occasions, the Child Walfare System and Legal system are often times advarsarial
at best. However, in all faimess, Judge Cunningham's hands were really tied in this situation. If he had supported

terminating the parents' rights at the last court date, it's highly likely that his ruling would ba overturmned on appeal.

The bottom line is that no matter how strongly we fesl about pursuing adoption, the fact remains that we have no
‘egal grounds to justify ruling out adoption at this point. We offer our most heartfelt apologies that the goal has
baen swilched back to reunification. | sincerely hops that you and Khalil's biological parents are able to mend

your relationship so that your family is able to remain a part of Khalil's life as we work toward reunification.

Just so you know, | came out ta your home the day after the hearing to discuss what had transpired at cowrt in
person, but no one answered at the door when | arrived. ! called Susan from Delta oncs | returned to the office,
and she told me that she had already filled you in on the court proceedings by phone. | had really wanted to talk
to you about this in person as it just didn't feel right to inform you of such a devastating court ruling by phone. | am
sorry that this ordeal has dragged on for so lang, and | wish thore was mora that | could do to keep Khalil in your
care. but thers simply isn't. So that being said, | am asking for your cooperation so that we can try to make this
transition as smooth as possible for Khalil and your family as we work toward reunification.

Sincerely,
Jessica Campbal
DHS Social Worker

Alleta Evans .

11/21/2008 03:50 PM
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Subject

Of sourse Ms, Nixon...| wish fhere wag mare | could do {0 make this aasker. | dont want te diecourage you from emziling anyong hare thal you'd fike Lo though. Emait the mayor
i yau fe_sf inthned. Rasly | mean that,,. Maybe the paweis that be nosd ta hear from caregivere R yoursell who aie complately vapod ina child's ita, &nd are sxpericncing

really unfair. The child watfare system noods a great deal of Fmpravement, Bnd somatimes. lhings need o i:a 8
feal ree {0 amall or writa latters to Bnyone you aee it You nover know, something may come of It
I'm sony you didnt racaive tha letter... 1l send out enother copy 1o you. Guess | could amail & 1o you e well,

! vigh you and your lamily & wondechl Thanksgiving. T keep your fsmily in my thotights and praycrs )

Bael Viehes,
JeBsica
i e ' " —
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fhrhject Ru.K)ub's unicotion
Hi Jessica

Thank you for respanding to me. 1 read beth messages. T undarstand and I am i such a stata that I find myself not being
able to function almest

and would't take hls eyes off me while his father dressed him. He was excited to see my mom, his Mim, and on the rde
home he kept singlng “mommy, mammy, mommy..." and I Joined by singing "Lil M, Ll Jil, LI EL..". He was n a better mood
today but I think it was due to the fact that he expected me to come this time. Just Hke when he started his vishs before, he
was agitated, angry and sad the first tima but he roalized 1 would not leave him with thern for too long anymore. Thera g
nothing we can do but wait and PRAY that things will work out for whats best for him, not them. Thanks again and take cara.
By the way, I never got the letter for dayeare. Have a ntce day and T hope to hear from you $00n.

Alicia Nixon
"Show mae your friends and 'l tet) yoo who you are, ™

"Tha Shareest Distance betwaen a Problem and it's Solution is the Distenco betwaan your Knees and the Fiaar.
The one who Kaeels to Allah (Arzwajal} can Stand Up to Anything.”



