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Hippocratic Oath


THE OATH OF HIPPOCRATES

BRADLEY HAYWARD, MD, Class President

Dr. Kozera to lectern

Medical oaths are solemn promises that define the covenant established between physicians and those with whom they deal professionally.  There are many oaths, transcending both centuries and civilizations.   Through the years, their original language was modified to respond to the apparent needs of the time.

The exact oath or language chosen, however,  is far less important than the principle of one’s public renewal of dedication to the medical profession.

As beginning first year students, the Class of 2009 was administered an oath based upon the Declaration of Geneva, written in 1948.

Now, their class president will lead them in a contemporary version of the Oath of Hippocrates which, in its original form, dates from about 450 B.C.  Dr. Hayward……..

Dr. Hayward to lectern.  Dr. Kozera to seat.

Will the members of the graduating class of 2009 receiving the MD degree please stand?
The class invites all physicians on the stage and in the audience to stand and join them in their rededication to the profession.  The oath may be found on the first page of the commencement program.

Brief pause

I do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred:  

That I will be loyal to the profession of medicine and just and generous to its members;

That I will lead my life and practice my art in uprightness and honor;

That into whatsoever house I shall enter, it shall be for the good of the sick to the utmost of my power, I holding myself aloof from wrong, from corruption, and from the tempting of others to vice;  

That I will exercise my art solely for the cure of my patients, and will give no drug, perform no operation for a criminal purpose, even if solicited;

That whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of others which is not fitting to be spoken, I will keep inviolably secret.

These things I do promise.  As I am faithful to this, my oath, may happiness and good repute be ever mine.  The opposite if I shall be forsworn.
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