
Hot Diggity has been here on South Street for three and a half years. During that time we have become part of the Philadelphia dinging scene, art of hot dog culture in America, and most importantly part of your neighborhood and 
community. It is with a heavy heart that we must close the doors to Hot Diggity. This was the hardest decision we have ever had to make. We will miss our staff and amazing customers more than anything. I loved working at Hot Diggity. 
I loved helping guests relive old food memories with our dogs and forge new memories with their families. I loved working with our staff through the good times and the bad. I would like to take time to thank all the people that have helped 
us, supported us, and been there for us over these past years. Thank you Mom & Dad for always being there. You have always been supportive of everything I have done. You could not ask for better parents. My partner, Tom, thank 
you for everything you gave to Hot Diggity over the years. Developing this restaurant with you was an adventure and to think it all started on a fire escape in New York City after a chili cook off. Kelly, thank you for always being there and 
helping when we bit off more then either of us could chew. This put us through the hardest times of or lives and we came out better on the other side. Kyle  & Annelise, thank you for being a great brother and always being ready to lend 
a helping hand. Katie & Billy, you helped us build the place from the ground up, scraping the floors and tearing down walls. You remained supportive all through the years. Thank you Jim & Lee for all the help. You helped us paint walls, 
haul equipment and so much more. Gerry��WKDQN�\RX�IRU�JLYLQJ�D�KRPH�WR�(OHFWULF�%RRJDORR��:DNLQJ�XS�DW�WKRVH�HDUO\�KRXUV�ZDV�QHYHU�HDV\�DQG�ZH�FRXOGQ·W�KDYH�GRQH�LW�ZLWK�RXW�\RX��Chris & Nancy thank you for helping us build all 
the tables and chairs and walls. You were always there for us when we looked for guidance. Matt & Emily thank you for being great friends and championing what we did here.  Mark, thank you for being a fantastic manager. You learned 
a lot in your time here and became a guiding force in the kitchen. Linnell, thank you for always being a positive presence at the restaurant. Blair, thank you for always challenging our points of view and being a rock in the kitchen. We 
could always count on you to get the job done. Don, thank you for always being of even temperament and giving our customers the best treatment at all times. Curran, thank you for always making sure the restaurant was in the best 
shape possible every morning. You were able to put up with me which shows you are an individual with strong character and even stronger resilience. Jake, we have gone through a lot together, you pushed what we could do here at the 
restaurant including a innovative craft soda program. I know we had our hard times together but you are an amazing individual and you have a bright career ahead of you. Adria, you always were able to make us laugh and were one of 
our hardest most steadfast employees. Your attention to detail was unsurpassed. Dan��\RX�ZHUH�ZLWK�XV�IURP�GD\�RQH�DQG�KDG�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUYLHZV�HYHU��´,�DP�DQ�DOO�DPHULFDQ�PDQ�DQG�ORYH�KRW�GRJV��VR�HYHQ�LI�,�GRQ·W�JHW�WKH�MRE�
you will see me all the time” Since that day in June 2011 we have seen a lot of changes at HD and in each other. I was honored to be part of your culinary journey and I wish you all the success in the world as you continue that journey. 
Julian, you started as a customer and then became part of our staff. Your sharp wit was always a welcomed addition to HD. Brad, thank you for bringing a new level of customer service to HD. I value your hard work as much as I do our 
friendship. Best of of luck with all you do and and I know you will make a great father. Ruben��,�NQRZ�\RX�FDQ·W�UHDG�HQJOLVK�EXW�\RX�ZHUH�D�OLIH�VDYHU�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��7KDQNV�IRU�DOO�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�WLUHOHVV�GLVKZDVKLQJ��Max, thank you 
for being our kitchen manager in the early days of Hot Diggity. You helped shape us into what we became today. I will always consider you a friend and miss you. Thank you Hawk Krall for all the amazing art you have produced over the 
years. You gave the restaurant a quality like no other. It was an amazing journey and we are glad to have made it with you. Mike, thank you for all your support over the years. It was an honor serving The South Street Headhouse District 
with you and I wish the best for your efforts and the district. Thank you for stepping out of your roll as executive director of South Street and into the roll of friend. Dan, thank you for being a champion of the street and always a positive 
force for change. I have learned a lot from you and always knew you were someone I could confide in. Krystal, thank you for all you did to support the district and Hot Diggity. We managed to put on three hot dog cook offs, each bigger 
and better then the last, together. Thank you to the SSHD Board Members for always putting South Street first and sacrificing your time and energy to help the community. I am grateful to have been part of such a group and proud of 
the work we all accomplished together. Thank you John Foy for being a community leader and an inspiration to all of us young restaurant owners. You have a truly special place on South Street and I hope it thrives for many more years. 
Thank you for all the support we have received from the food community over the years. Thank you to Philadelphia Magazine for naming us the “Best of Philly” for two years. Thank you to Foobooz, Eater, The Insider, Drew Lazor 
22ndandPhilly, Danya, Zagat, City Paper, Philadelphia Weekly, and all the other food press in Philadelphia for always supporting our efforts. Thank you to our amazing customers who have supported us over the years. Thank you 
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put your daughters veggie dogs in the fridge to cool down because they were “too hot” for here when she was younger. It is amazing that we have actually seen her grow up right before our eyes.  Thank you to the Cardin Theater Group,  
including�*HRUJLH��2]��DQG�DOO�WKH�&DUGLQ·V.  You were our first super fans and it was always an amazing and thrilling experience when the group came barreling through our doors. Joel Spivak, you were one of the founding members 
of South Street and a true champion of Philadelphia and Hot Dog History. It was always great to hear your stories and your passion for hot dogs.  Ari Miller & 1732 Meats thank you for being a great friend and supporter. It was an honor 
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Schmitz thank you for always being good neighbors and supportive of our small business. You are a fantastic restaurant, one of my favorite in the city. You always made me feel at home and you are a new South Street treasure. A huge 
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staff, drinking champagne out of a can will always be one of my most cherished memories. You are an amazing chef and a true friend.  Thank you to the crew of Southwark. It was always an honor to provide you with late night staff 
meals to keep the crew running. Thank you for giving me the opportunity early on to cook non-hot dog food with you in your kitchen. Thank you Marc Summers for being a champion of Hot Diggity since day one. You always sung our 
praises and made our hot dog cook offs such a huge success. Thank you to all the chefs who have collaborated with us over the years, 3HWHU�:RROVH\��6FRWW�6FKUHRGHU��1LFN�0DUFL��/XFLR�3DOD]]R��-HUHP\�1RODQ��(ULQ�2·6KHD��6WDOLQ�
Bedon, Matt Davis, Mitch Prensky, Pizza Brain, 1732 Meats. It was an honor to cook your food. Thank you to Mary-Beth. We all new your hot dog - a veggie windy, no onions. We were honored and flabbergasted when you got that 
hot dog tattooed on your arm! Thanks you Jillian Beth  for always being one of our steadfast veggie and vegan supporters. Many thanks to the years of support to Matt & Alicia. It was always great to see you two in the restaurant and 
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such a fantastic restaurant and destination. Thank you Bob Petkosfky & Genny you are two of the best friends someone could ask for an thank you for designing such a great logo for our restaurant. Thanks Eamon & Alex you are great 
friends and produced some of our favorite Hot Diggity art work. Thanks Matt Davis for always bring us your charcuterie and being a great friend and a great chef. Thank you Scott and the great crew at the South Street UPS Store  for 
helping us with all our printing. If you ever need any graphics work and printing done, Scott is a great guy and always willing to help. Holly Moore thank you for being a champion of greasy spoons and hot dogs. Catherine Lee it was 
always a treat to serve you in our restaurant. As much of a treat as eating in yours. I was always glad we could give you a break from all your hard work. Thank you Hahri Shin for all your support. You are a true hot dog champoion. 
Thank you Stalin Bedon & Nomad Pizza,  it was always a treat to trade dogs for pies and to talk shop.Thanks Barry and all the people who came to our bad movie nights. It was a treat to share our love of bad movies with such an 
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industry friend. We always enjoyed hearing about your culinary travels and adventures. Vinny, thanks for celebrating so many milestones with us. Your reaction on Hot Dog Paradise is the best! Thank you to our best neighbor, Becca, 
you will always be the bomb diggity. Dave, you were biggest fan of our pineapple dipping sauce ever and you ate at our place so many times you requested making your own dogs up so you could have something new. There are so 
many more guests and people to remember. The father who gets two Windy Cities a plain dog a small lemonade to slip with his daughter, the pawn shop owner who always had a joke stored up for us, the customer who got an extra shot 
of sriracha in his HD Sauce, the woman who got a dog with pepper hash before her weekly art class, the family that came in every Sunday and got veggie dogs topped with tortilla strips. There are so many memories, and so many people 
I would never be able to list them all. 

 As I have written this letter I have realized that I am not just losing a restaurant. It is so much more. A restaurant, even your small local hot dog shop, is more than just a few walls, tables, and chairs. It is more than the cooks cooking your 
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relationships. Relationships with families. Relationships with individuals. Relationships with our customers, our neighborhood, other businesses, and our staff. Relationships with our staff that were sometimes trying, sometimes joyful, 
sometimes exhausting. But they were always experiences we went through together and came out on the other side better then we started. Our relationships with our guests have always touched me. We have recollected with customers 
their favorite memories of hot dogs together. We have recollected memories of family long gone and times spent at baseball games eating hot dogs. We have reminded our guests of home, tasting a piece of their past they never thought 
they would have again. These experiences. These relationships. They culminate in what amounts to a whole micro world. Our restaurant, like all restaurants, is a world unto itself existing in a larger world. I will be very sad to see that 
world disappear.

7KDQN�\RX�DOO�IRU�EHLQJ�SDUW�RI�+RW�'LJJLW\�WKHVH�SDVW�WKUHH�DQG�KDOI�\HDUV��,�ZLOO�UHPHPEHU�DOO�RI�\RX�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�\RX�KDYH�KDG�RQ�P\�OLIH��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�DOORZLQJ�XV�WR�VHUYH�\RX��,W�ZDV�RXU�SOHDVXUH��

Hot Diggity! 

A Special Message From Hot Diggity!


