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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GOODE wants to shrink City Council
Charter change would reduce At-Large seats to 5
(Philadelphia, September 4, 2008) – When City Council returns from summer recess in two weeks, City Councilman At-Large W. Wilson Goode, Jr. will introduce charter change legislation that would reduce the number of City Council members that will take office in January 2012, sixty years after the charter took effect.
The charter change resolution and companion bill would reduce the number of Councilmembers from 17 to 15, and the number of at-large Councilmembers from 7 to 5.

The Charter, in effect, currently guarantees Republican Party representation in City Council by providing that while 7 Councilmembers are elected at-large, no political party may nominate more than 5 candidates. The new legislation would still limit all political parties to nominating 5 candidates, but it also reduces the number of at-large seats to 5, so that there is no longer a guarantee of Republican Party representation. Both Republican at-large councilmen are set to retire at the end of this term, after entering into the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) Program.
Councilman Goode said, “There were once as many as 139 members of Philadelphia City Council, the last charter change - on this issue - reduced the number from 22 to 17. As two at-large members are preparing to retire, we should seriously consider whether we need to fill those seats through an arcane political tradition created in 1951.”
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