
  
  
 
  

Heist #3

DRAW A  
LADYBUG
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Art ThiefArt Thief
DIFFICULTY METER

by AMY RAUDENBUSH • art@phillynews.comWhat you need
Pencil, eraser, black felt tip pen, red marker.

Next week’s heist: An alien in shadow

1 The beautiful hard shell of the la-
dybug covers much of its thorax 
and abdomen. 

Draw a large oval for the shell, a 
smaller one for the visible part of the 
thorax and a tiny oval for the head.

2 When dividing the wings, be care-
ful to follow the contours of the 
creature by drawing your line in 

a steep arc. Our ladybug has 7 spots 
although we cannot see 2 of them. The 
largest spot straddles the wings. 

Legs are easy when you remember 
how they work. The front 2 legs are 
forward-pointing and the back 2 are 
pointed to the back. The legs are 

3 Give form to the legs. Remember 
that they are thickest at the top. 
Erase the parts of the middle 

oval that go under the head and 
shell. Outline the white spots on the 
thorax and the eyes on the head. Add 
antennae.

4 Gently remove some of the excess 
graphite (pencil) on your paper with 
an eraser. This will make the ink 

stick to the paper better. Now is the time 
to really refine your drawing with the 
felt tip. Be careful not to fill in any white 
spots.

Your final step is to fill in the wings with 
your red marker. You have completed 
the ladybug!

Once you under-
stand how insects 
are put together, 
they’re easy and 
fun to draw.
All insects have 
a head, thorax 
(middle part) and abdomen. All insects have 
6 legs and antennae. 

Butterflies are insects, too. In fact, 
there are nearly a million known 
species of insects.  Why not make 
up a few of your own?

When drawing any insect 
it’s important to remem-
ber that all 6 legs and the 
wings are attached to 
the thorax. Examine the 
underbelly of an insect 
and see for yourself.

The head, thorax and 
abdomen are clearly 
visible on this familiar 
wingless insect.

Observe the legs of an insect at rest. 
The front legs point forward; the back 
legs point backward. The middle pair 
can go in either direction or even 
straight out to the sides.

Most, but not all, insects have wings. Some, like 
flies, have only 2 wings. Others, like 
dragonflies, have four. Our ladybug 
belongs to the beetle order of in-
sects and has 2 sets of wings. The 
outside wings form a hard shell 
that covers most of its thorax and 
abdomen. Under the hard wings 
are the insect’s flying wings.

Know your insect anatomy

jointed and you can think of them as 
having knees and ankles.

Wings split 
and abdomen 
is visible.

Where the wings 
attach to the 
thorax is shaped 
like a roof.
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