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AAA Mid-Atlantic Releases Poll Findings

Pennsylvania Motorists Voice Opinions on Transportation Issues

Today, AAA Mid-Atlantic released the results of its 2007-2008 Public Opinion Poll of Motorists on Key Transportation Issues.  The findings reflect the opinions of Pennsylvania and Mid-Atlantic area drivers on a number of transportation issues such as highway safety, teen drivers, and transportation funding.

“We wanted to put our finger on the pulse of Pennsylvania motorists.  They told us, sometimes in no uncertain terms, how they perceived our state's transportation issues.  Motorists had strong feelings about everything from the dangers they face on the road to the taxes and fees they pay to use the roads,” said Catherine L. Rossi, Manager of Public and Government Affairs, AAA Mid-Atlantic.

POLL FINDINGS

Dangers of the Road

Pennsylvania drivers cite distracted and aggressive drivers as the biggest dangers they face on the road. Poll results represent a shift in driver perceptions from 2005, when more drivers (40%) cited aggressive driving as a bigger concern than distracted drivers (24%).  Distracted driving was a factor in 8,392 crashes (6.7%) of 132,773 total crashes in Pennsylvania in 2005.  

[image: image2.emf]What is the biggest danger 

you face on the road? 

34%

30%

17%

10%

7%

Distracted drivers Aggressive drivers Drunk drivers Traffic/road conditions Large Trucks

Pennsylvania Drivers


[image: image3.emf]What is the biggest danger 

you face on the road? 

34%

30%

17%

10%

7%

Distracted drivers Aggressive drivers Drunk drivers Traffic/road conditions Large Trucks

Pennsylvania Drivers


[image: image4.emf]Should Pennsylvania ban teen 

drivers from using cell phones? 

89%

8%

Yes

No


[image: image5.emf]How much of a problem are 

distracted drivers? 

62%

28%

9%

1%

Major

Problem

Moderate

Problem

Minor

Problem

Not a

Problem

Pennsylvania Drivers

                                                                                             
[image: image6.emf]Should Pennsylvania limit the 

number of passengers in a new 

teen driver’s car?

80%

20%

YES

NO


Teen Driving
Car crashes are still the number one killer of teenagers.  Crashes kill more teens than suicides, drugs or street violence - combined.  In 2005, in Pennsylvania, the last year for which statistics are available,  89 fatalities and 10,645 crashes involved 16 and 17 year old drivers.  
A study by Johns Hopkins found that the chances a 16-year-old will die in a car crash, increases 39% with a single passenger, 86% with two passengers and 182% with three or more passengers.  

The rate of teen passenger crash fatalities occurring with a teen driver behind the wheel is extremely high.  Studies by the Journal of the American Medical Association, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, the National Transportation Safety Board and other federal and state agencies have shown that teen passenger crash fatalities and teen driver crash fatalities are nearly equal.  
Passengers provide a heightened level of distraction for a teen driver, and are an inducement to take risks, to speed, show off, not use seat belts, and utilize alcohol.  Passengers may distract a young driver, and may even physically interfere with the teen driver. 

Currently, Pennsylvania does not limit the number of passengers with young drivers, allowing as many passengers as there are seatbelts in the vehicle.  35 states and the District of Columbia limit the number of teen passengers for a new driver.  AAA Mid-Atlantic poll results show Pennsylvania motorists overwhelming support teen passenger restrictions in the Commonwealth. (80% support)
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Transportation Funding

Pennsylvania faces a transportation funding crisis.  Despite worsening traffic conditions, support among Pennsylvanians varies for investing in transportation.  






AAA Call to Action to PA Lawmakers
1. Strengthen Pennsylvania’s Graduated Driver Licensing law to include passenger restrictions on teen drivers. 
Limiting passengers is a critical component of a strong GDL law.  AAA supports legislation currently before the House Transportation Committee that would limit the number of passengers to one in a car driven by a junior driver’s license holder. The legislation increases the hours of behind-the-wheel training from 50 to 65 - including 10 hours at night and five during inclement weather. The bill also mandates a seat belt requirement for drivers and passengers under age 18, making it a primary offense for this age group.  HB 163 is sponsored by Representative Katharine Watson (R – Bucks County)  
2. Look beyond leasing roads and gas tax increases to solve the transportation funding crisis. 
Higher gas taxes and public-private partnerships are not magic bullets that will end Pennsylvania’s transportation funding crisis. PA already has one of the highest gas taxes in the country. AAA encourages policymakers to explore innovative transportation finance measures – that encompass long-term creative solutions. The Pennsylvania AAA Federation offers the following recommendations on transportation funding:
· Create a dedicated source of transit revenue.
· Stop flexing federal highway funds to mass transit.  

· Create additional capacity to relieve congestion. 

· Pursue public-private partnerships in an open transparent process that benefits the motoring, tax-paying public. 
· Enhance the integrity of the state Motor License Fund by removing the State Police budget from it.   Fund the State Police from the General Fund.  

· Investigate replacement and/or supplementation of the state gas tax with a vehicle-miles traveled (VMT) tax.  

· Issue state bonds for infrastructure funding.  
· Pursue and take advantage of all available U.S. Department of Transportation safety program incentive funding, such as primary seat belts. 
AAA Mid-Atlantic has 763,606 members in the Philadelphia five-county area.  “As the motorist’s champion, AAA Mid-Atlantic strongly encourages Pennsylvania lawmakers to consider the results of our poll as they tackle important issues.  We hope the findings will help address our shared challenges on the road,” said Rossi.  
To view entire results of the 2007 AAA Mid-Atlantic Public Opinion Poll of Motorists on Key Transportation Issues, log onto http://www.aaamidatlantic.com/safety/de_poll_contents.asp
Poll Methodology

· 1,004 drivers in Mid-Atlantic region, aged 16 or older
· 250 Pennsylvania drivers
· Telephone survey conducted November 17 – December 13, 2006.
· Margin of error for Pennsylvania is + 6.2%
· Margin of error for region is + 3.1%
###

AAA Mid-Atlantic is the nation's fifth largest auto club with 3.8 million members in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia and the District of Columbia, providing automotive, travel, personal insurance and financial services.  AAA has represented motorists and travelers for more than 100 years.  One in four licensed drivers is a AAA  member.  For more information, please visit www.AAA.com
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2007 AAA Mid-Atlantic Poll:


34% cite distracted drivers


30% cite aggressive drivers


17% cite drunk drivers
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80% of those polled support passenger restrictions for new teen drivers
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62% of Pennsylvanians polled said distracted drivers are a major problem  





69% said cell phones are a significant distraction


26% said cell phones are one distraction among many 





73% blamed distracted drivers for an increase in collisions with pedestrians
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AAA believes that young drivers should be able to keep their mind on one thing: driving.  Like passengers, cell phones pose an added distraction for young drivers.  





89% of Pennsylvanians polled believe the Commonwealth should ban teen drivers from using a cell phone.
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52% of Pennsylvanians are willing to pay higher DMV FEES if the funds went solely towards transportation projects





59% are NOT willing to pay higher GAS TAXES if funds went solely towards transportation projects








As federal and state transportation funding becomes more constrained, and demands on the system grow, many states, including Pennsylvania are looking for new ways to generate revenue.  





Recently, the most commonly talked-about alternative source of revenue is the concept of leasing toll roads to private companies, known as public-private partnerships. 





When asked whether states should sell their toll roads, Pennsylvania drivers as well as other drivers polled in the Mid-Atlantic region, overwhelmingly said NO.
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