
P
assing along some city
high school football tid-
bits . . .

Quite the bright-
light neophyte, that
James Brunson.

Though he played no organized
football before 2010, the 5-8,
155-pound Communications Tech
d-backfinishedhiscareerwith14in-
terceptions and a city-leading nine
asasenior.

In a 36-0 Thanksgiving win over
Olney, Brunson added one pick to
three catches for 84 yards and a
pairoftouchdowns.

“When I’m on defense and
there’s an opportunity to make a
play on the ball, I have to go do it.
Just like on offense,” Brunson said.
“Ball’s there. Go catch it. That’s
howIfeel.

“Though I feel I’m more of an of-
fensive player, I still want the ball in
my hands no matter what position
I’m playing. And I have that knack
forgettingit.

“Last year we played man-to-
man a whole lot. This year was
more of a zone. No matter [the
alignment]. I had to escalate my
game. Take it to another level. You
always want to get better each
year.”

In CT’s first five seasons, passing
was mostly a rumor (1,352 total
yards).Thisseason,asnagginginju-
ries curtailed the explosiveness of
franchise rusher Rolando “Ro-
Ro” Ransom, junior Zaki Jami-
son was given the chance to blos-
som and finished 41-for-102 for 897
yards and 11 TDs. Brunson was his
leadingreceiver(20-451-five).

When asked which variety of
catches he prefers, Brunson said,
“Hmm . . . I guess the ones on de-
fense because they give the offense
another chance to score. Offense is
really what I like best and I want to
play wideout in college. Hopefully
at California, Pa. I’ve seen their
games on the Internet and I like
howmuchtheypass.”

Also on CT’s squad this season
was Devon Brunson a soph and
James’brother.

Does Devon have a chance to be
asgoodasJames?

“Of course!” James gushed. “I’m
on him 24/7. My teammates holler
at me because I holler at him so
much. I feel, most definitely, that he

has a chance to be even better than
me.”

Devonalreadyownsonepick.

Ransom (4,116, sixth) placed
right behind Furness’ Sharif
Smith (4,457, fifth) on the city’s
career rushing yardage list. SJ
Prep’s Skyler Mornhinweg
claimed the No. 5 spot on the pass-
ing list (4,859). Pretty sure Smith
was the first player in city history
to have his number retired as his
career concluded. If not, speak
up . . . In the season TD-passes
category, Frankford junior lefty
Tim DiGiorgio is tied for No. 2 in
city history with 30, matching La
Salle’s John Harrison in ’06. La
Salle’s Brett Gordon (33 in ’97) is
still No. 1 . . . Michael Pronzato
should have received credit for
snapping the pic of Wood kicker
Nick Visco that appearedwith last
week’s notes . . . Will someone at
Roxborough pleaseshowbrassand
terminate the Thanksgiving series
with Roman? Roman has won the
last 19 by an average score of 36-9.
Roman could then play Frankford.
Or maybe Judge-Lincoln (also
quite one-sided) should consider a
shutdown? Then we could have
Judge-Frankford (and Lincoln
could play Fels) . . . On his first
catchvs.Northeast,Central’sRich-
ard “Tre” Drayton (en route to
644) broke the school record (600)
set in 1985 by his father/coach,
Rich . . . Bartram and Washing-
tonhalved18interceptionsthissea-
son. Only Totey Boley (Bartram)

and Hakeem Sillman (Washing-
ton) had two . . . Three Pub quar-
terbacks played for different teams
this season: Yvon Dessus
(Bok/Overbrook), Marc Prompt
(Northeast/Fels) and Chris Pol-
lard (Bartram/Southern) . . . Bok
is 66-10 over the last seven sea-
sons . . . The Thanksgiving result
for Dobbins-Franklin matched
what happened in the teams’ regu-
lar-season meeting. Dobbins won,
20-12 . . . Gratz has extended its
city record for holiday foes to 11:
North Catholic, Overbrook, La
Salle, Olney (two stints), Mast-
baum, West Philly, Germantown,
Edison, Chester, FitzSimons and
Mastery North . . . Neumann-Go-
retti’sSharifCustismade11catch-
es (for 289 yards) this season and
seven went for TDs . . . Michael
Washington had the TD catch for
Bartram in its win over Del-Val.
The transfer from Academy Park

needed just three games to lead the
Braves in receiving yardage for the
season (168) . . . Bartram’s Will-
iam Berry (rushing score vs D-V)
istheyounger brotherofWestPhil-
ly star Leander “Lee” Ber-
ry . . . Despite its loss to St. Joe’s
Prep, Malvern still boasts an amaz-
ing holiday winning percentage
(.808, 21-5) . . . University City
scored 24 TDs. Fifteen through the
air, seven on returns and just two
on rushes (one apiece by Robert
Hall and John Casey) . . . Myles
BrookerbrokeGermantown’ssea-
son receiving record (666) with 692
and teammate Will Parks fell just
short (665) . . . At Lincoln,
JoshuaMcClam totaled700rush-
ing yards while Marquise “Mar-
ty”McFarlandcarried100times.

¢

Online high school coverage at
philly.com/rally.

Communication Tech’s James Brunson greets Johnny Gossett
III (left), son of head coach John Gossett Jr. TED SILARY / DAILY NEWS STAFF

FOOTBALLSTATISTICS

TED SILARY’S
CITY TOP 10

1. Archbishop Wood ................... 11-1
2. La Salle ...................................... 11-1
3. Roman Catholic ........................ 8-4
4. West Catholic ............................ 9-3
5. St. Joseph’s Prep ....................... 7-4
6. Malvern Prep ............................. 9-2
7. Father Judge .............................. 7-4
8. George Washington .................. 8-4
9. Frankford .................................... 8-3

10. Chestnut Hill .............................. 7-3
Under consideration: Monsignor

Bonner (6-5), Cardinal O’Hara (6-4),
Haverford School (6-4), Edward Bok
(9-1), Germantown (7-5), Murrell Dob-
bins Tech (10-3).

Brunson can pick ’em

TED SILARY
silaryt@phillynews.com

RUSHING Yds.
Name, School G No. Yds. Avg. /Gm. TD
Hakeem Sillman, Wash. 11 216 1713 7.9 155.7 27
Keith Young, McDevitt 9 214 1377 6.4 153.0 18
Marcus Kelly, Roman 12 237 1796 7.6 149.7 16
Cedric Madden, C. Hill 10 238 1486 6.2 148.6 23
David Williams, W. Cath. 12 264 1712 6.5 142.7 16
Shaquil Sammons, Bok 9 177 1196 6.8 132.9 16
Eric Neefe, Penn Ch. 10 197 1180 6.0 118.0 16
Tim Wade, La Salle 12 233 1355 5.8 112.9 19
Eerin Young, Imho. 10 133 1059 8.0 105.9 12
Rolando Ransom, C. Tech 11 228 1147 5.0 104.3 12
Sharif Smith, Furness 11 185 1068 5.8 97.1 15
Daquan Brown, Dobb. 13 206 1261 6.1 97.0 10
Ben Coulibaly, B. Latin 12 202 1140 5.6 95.0 5
Raul Quinones, Judge 10 150 904 6.0 90.4 12
Matt Smalley, Judge 11 127 984 7.7 89.5 17
Desmon Peoples, Wood 9 98 800 8.2 88.9 15
Aaron Boyd, G-town 12 136 1016 7.5 84.7 8
Zachary Rego, Hav. Sch. 9 144 735 5.1 81.7 3
Abraham Jaward, Bonner 9 120 724 6.0 80.4 5
Ryan Dolan, Gtn. Acad. 7 117 559 4.8 79.9 4
Shawn Wilson, Malvern 10 117 793 6.8 79.3 12

Antwoine Powers, N-G 8 146 633 4.3 79.1 6
Tymere Blue, Roxboro. 12 206 911 4.4 75.9 10

PASSING Yds.
Name, School G Cp.-Att. Yds. Pct. /Gm. TD
Tim DiGiorgio, Frankford 11 136-237 2357 57.4 214.2 30
Skyler Mornhinweg, SJ P 11 144-276 1780 52.2 161.8 21
Michael Keir, Roman 10 108-198 1525 54.5 152.5 12
Rob Daniels, Judge 11 90-172 1521 52.3 138.3 11
Cedric Wright, G-town 12 83-157 1541 52.9 128.4 15
Adam Strouss, Epis. 5 44-84 631 52.4 126.2 3
Jim Haley, Bonner 11 89-193 1312 46.1 119.3 13
Joshua Fenwick, U. City 7 55-131 825 42.0 117.9 10
Shane Thomas, N-G 10 71-163 1163 43.6 116.3 15
Matt Magarity, La Salle 12 97-186 1381 52.2 115.1 21
Sal Bello, Carroll 9 75-165 1021 45.5 113.4 10
James Chakey, Hav. Sch. 10 71-153 1131 46.4 113.1 12
Joey Monaghan, Wood 12 72-90 1357 80.0 113.1 20
Ryan Dydak, Central 11 86-145 1202 59.3 109.3 19
Erik Lark, B. Latin 12 97-243 1217 39.9 101.4 14
Dashawn Darden, O’Hara 10 73-130 1011 56.2 101.1 11
Mike Anusky, Ryan 11 79-156 1111 50.6 101.0 13
Miguel Sanchez, Lincoln 12 76-148 1165 51.4 97.1 10
Pat Schoenberger, Lans. 8 50-119 734 42.0 91.8 7

Harold Alexander, NE 12 54-103 1071 52.4 89.3 10
Anwar Mathis, Franklin 10 58-168 816 34.5 81.6 7
Christian Connor, McDev. 6 25-70 486 35.7 81.0 5

RECEIVING Yds.
Name, School G No. Yds. Avg. /Gm. TD
Savoy Martin, Frankford 7 20 487 24.4 69.6 7
Marcus Lyles, U. City 12 48 786 16.4 65.5 9
Teron Dobbs, Carroll 10 29 649 22.4 64.9 7
William Fuller, Roman 12 46 758 16.5 63.2 9
Will Parks, G-town 11 35 665 19.0 60.5 6
Richard Drayton, Cent. 11 44 644 14.6 58.5 11
Myles Brooker, G-town 12 34 692 20.4 57.7 9
James Ward, Lansdale 8 23 438 19.0 54.8 4
Ian Strain, Episcopal 5 18 267 14.8 53.4 1
Nijay Kelly, Fels 12 38 639 16.8 53.3 5
Sean Coleman, La Salle 12 35 572 16.3 47.7 7
Taishan Tucker, Roman 12 33 554 16.8 46.2 5
Matt Galambos, Hav. Sch. 10 27 439 16.3 43.9 6
Colin Buckley, La Salle 12 34 524 15.4 43.7 10
Tahir Perlote, B. Latin 12 35 520 14.9 43.3 8
Aaron Allison, Fkd . 11 31 454 14.6 41.3 4
Nate Smith, Wood 12 18 487 27.1 40.6 6

KICKSCORING Pts.
Name, School G PAT FG Pts. /Gm.
Nick Visco, Wood 12 67 1 70 5.8
Aron Morgan, Haver. Sch. 10 30 9 57 5.7
Connor Foley, Judge 11 44 4 56 5.1
Kyle Battin, SJ Prep 11 35 5 50 4.5
Ryan Winslow, La Salle 12 33 7 54 4.5

OVERALL SCORING
2-Pt. 1-Pt. Pts.

Name, School G TD PAT PAT FG Pts. /Gm.
Shaquil Sammons, Bok 9 21 6 0 0 138 15.3
Hakeem Sillman, Wsh. 11 27 0 0 0 162 14.7
Cedric Madden, C. Hill 10 24 0 0 0 144 14.4
Keith Young, McDevitt 9 19 2 0 0 118 13.1
Matt Smalley, Judge 11 21 0 0 0 126 11.5

OFFENSIVE LINE OF THE WEEK
SJ PREP: For helping the offense churn to 451 balanced yards -

226 rushing, 225 passing — in a 30-14 win over Malvern.
Members: C Franny Grey, G’s Peter Kelly and James Udovich,

rotating Ts Luke Hutkin, Billy Dykan and David Tracz, TE Eric
Medes, WR Jim Hurley.

For more on city football, visit www.tedsilary.com.
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