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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

Eastern Division at St. Louis, Missouri 
 

COREY HOWARD,         ) 
  )  

Plaintiff,     ) 
  )    Case No. ___________ 

vs.          )   
  )    

RJH ENTERPRISES, LLC,      )  
          ) 
    Defendant.    ) 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

Plaintiff Corey Howard, by and through undersigned counsel, files this Complaint 

against Defendant RJH Enterprises, LLC (“RJH”) and alleges as follows:   

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a straightforward breach of contract action.  Corey Howard signed 

a fifteen-year Consulting Agreement with Defendant RJH that was unilaterally 

terminated by RJH without cause effective July 31, 2013.  The Agreement states that if 

termination occurs without cause, then “RJH shall be responsible for the remainder of the 

contract.”  (See Consulting Agreement, attached as Exhibit A).  The remainder of the 

contract is $2,799,225.  This amount is now due to Corey Howard but has not been paid.      

THE PARTIES 

Plaintiff 

2. Plaintiff Corey Howard is an individual who resides at 3875 Felton Hill 

Road, Smyrna, Georgia 30082.   
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Defendant 

3. Defendant RJH Enterprises, LLC is a limited liability company that was 

incorporated in Missouri on or around December 7, 2006.  Its current status is active, and 

its registered agent is at 16543 Clayton Road, Wildwood, MO 63011.  RJH is a signatory 

to the Consulting Agreement with Plaintiff, through its member, Ryan James Howard. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. Subject matter jurisdiction in this Court is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1332 as the parties are citizens of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds 

$75,000 exclusive of interest and costs.   

5. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because RJH 

resides in this judicial district.   

6. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendant because it is a 

Missouri corporation and it regularly conducted business in Missouri.   

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

Background 

7. In February 2008, Ryan Howard offered his twin brother Corey Howard a 

full-time consulting position with Ryan’s company, RJH.  Corey agreed to obligate 

himself to providing services to enhance Ryan’s life, leaving his field of work to assist 

Ryan with personal and business needs.  Corey relocated from Springfield, Missouri, to 

St. Louis, Missouri, and routinely flew from St. Louis to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

Since the travel requirement was so frequent, Ryan suggested that Corey relocate to 

Philadelphia.  In August 2008, Corey moved to Philadelphia.  Corey performed services 

for his brother for more than three years without a written agreement.   
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8. In late December 2011, Corey flew to Atlanta to meet with Ryan, and to 

discuss his role at RJH.  Ryan stated that he wanted Corey and their older brother, Chris, 

to commit to handling Ryan’s business affairs long-term, and to grow and build Ryan’s 

brand, especially for life after baseball.  In return, Ryan committed to providing Corey 

with a written contract that guaranteed Corey lasting security.  Ryan and Corey agreed to 

execute a written contract with terms that reflected these intentions.   

The Consulting Agreement’s Execution and Terms 

9. Ryan, on behalf of RJH, and Corey executed a Consulting Agreement on 

or around January 3, 2012.   

10. The key terms of the Agreement are as follows: 

 Parties. RJH Enterprises, LLC, and Corey James Howard. 
 

 Description of Services.  Corey contracted to provide the following services:  
Co-Managing Director of RJH Enterprises, Marketing & Personal Support 
Services. 

 

 Performance of Services.  The manner in which the services were to be 
performed, and the specific hours to be worked, were to be determined by 
Corey.  RJH relied on Corey to work “as many hours as may be reasonably 
necessary” to fulfill Corey’s contract obligations. 

 

 Payment.  RJH agreed to pay a “fee” to Corey “based on $92.00 per hour.”  
Additionally, RJH agreed to pay five percent of any marketing/business 
agreement negotiated by Corey on behalf of RJH.  This fee shall be payable 
every two weeks, no later than five days after the end of each applicable two-
week period during which Services were performed.   

 

 Duration.  Fifteen years.  The Agreement automatically terminates on 
December 31, 2026.    

 

 Termination.  If the Agreement is terminated before December 31, 2026, RJH 
“shall be responsible for the remainder of the contract unless the termination 
is for cause.”  If terminated for cause, RJH has no obligation to Corey for 
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salary, bonus, or other compensation, or for any other form of benefits under 
the Agreement.   

 

 Termination for Cause.  RJH may terminate this consultant agreement at any 
time “for cause,” which is defined.  The contract makes clear:  “This is not an 
‘at will’ employment contract wherein no cause is required for termination.”   

 

 Grounds for “Cause” Termination.  The following acts by Corey would 
constitute grounds for RJH to terminate Corey “for cause”: 
 

1. Charged with a felony crime; 
2. Commission of a crime of moral turpitude such as an act of fraud 

or other crime  involving dishonesty; 
3. Use of illegal drugs; 
4. Violation of duties of confidentiality and/or non-competition under 

the Agreement; 
5. Acceptance of an offer for future employment with a competitor of 

RJH; 
6. Failure to comply with directives from superiors, the company 

board of directors or  managing officers, or written company 
policies; 

7. Commission of any act that harms the reputation, standing, or 
credibility of RJH within the communities in which it operates or 
with its customers or suppliers. 
 

(See Consulting Agreement, attached as Exhibit A). 

Performance and Termination of the Consulting Agreement 

11. After execution of the Agreement, Corey consistently performed his job 

duties as prescribed by the contract.  As part of those duties, they had meetings to discuss 

potential “life after baseball” business opportunities for Ryan.   

12. Per the terms of the Agreement, RJH paid a “fee” to Corey.  Based on the 

$92-per-hour rate, the agreed-to fee to be paid every two weeks was $7,975.  RJH made 

regular payments to Corey in conformity with the Agreement.1 

                                                 
1 Most of the payments made were actually $8,975 because RJH was initially paying an additional $1,000 
to catch up on past underpayments.    
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13. In late July, 2012, however, Ryan decided to go in a different direction 

with his support team.  Ryan had his attorney contact Corey about executing a 

Termination Agreement.   

14. On July 30, 2012, Ryan’s attorney e-mailed Corey a proposed Termination 

Agreement.  (See 7/30/2012 email, attaching proposed Termination Agreement, attached 

as Exhibit B).  The e-mail to Corey states that “Ryan has asked that your particular 

Agreement be terminated effective one (1) year from now on July 31, 2013.”   (See Id.). 

Corey was asked to “[p]lease sign the attached document . . . and return the same to me 

as soon as possible.”  (See id.).    

15. The attached Termination Agreement, drafted by Ryan’s lawyer, purports 

to cancel the prior Consulting Agreement “as a result of the ambiguities in having RJH 

Enterprises enter into the Consulting Agreement and other ambiguities contained 

therein.”  (See id.).     

16. The next day, Ryan’s lawyer sent Corey another e-mail with a revised 

Termination Agreement that eliminated the language about ambiguities in the original 

Consulting Agreement.  (See 7/31/2012 email, attaching Revised Termination 

Agreement, attached as Exhibit C). 

17. Corey refused to sign the Termination Agreement.   

18. RJH asked Corey to stop performing services in late July 2012.  Corey 

made it clear that he fully intended to comply with his obligations under the Agreement, 

and that he wanted to continue to perform services for RJH and Ryan.   

19. Per the terms of the Agreement, RJH continued to make the regular 

contract fee payments to Corey.  On or around May 30, 2013, however, the payments 
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stopped.  Corey received one payment of $9,000 approximately 60 days later.  On August 

27, 2013, he received a check for $26,900, the amount that was outstanding for June and 

July.     

20. Corey has received no further payments.   

CAUSES OF ACTION 
 

(BREACH OF CONTRACT)  
 

21.  Plaintiff incorporates herein all factual allegations made above. 

22. Plaintiff and Defendant executed the Consulting Agreement.  

23. Plaintiff fully performed his obligations under the Consulting Agreement. 

24. Defendant obligated itself to pay a “fee” to Plaintiff “based on $92.00 per 

hour.”  This fee, which is $7,975, “shall be payable every two weeks.”  (See Consulting 

Agreement, § 3).   

25. Defendant paid this fee through July 31, 2013.   

26. Defendant terminated the Consulting Agreement without cause effective 

July 31, 2013.    

27. The Consulting Agreement states: “RJH may terminate this consulting 

agreement at any time ‘for cause’ . . . .  In the case of termination for cause, RJH shall 

have no obligation to Corey for salary, bonus or other compensation . . . .”  (See 

Consulting Agreement, § 7 (emphasis added)).  However, if termination of the 

Agreement occurs without cause prior to December 31, 2026, “RJH shall be responsible 

for the remainder of the contract.”  Id.  

28. Accordingly, since termination occurred without cause, Defendant is 

obligated to pay the remainder of the contract to Plaintiff.  
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29. Defendant has not paid the remainder of the contract.       

30. By the conduct described above, Defendant has breached the express 

terms of the contract.  

31. As a result of the breach by Defendant, Plaintiff has been damaged in the 

amount of at least $2,799,225.     

32. Section 3 of the Consulting Agreement also provides that Plaintiff is 

entitled to 5% of any marketing/business agreements he negotiated.  (See Consulting 

Agreement, § 3.  

33. Plaintiff was helping to negotiate a number of different agreements; 

however, most of these projects were in mid-stream when he was terminated.   

34. The information needed to determine whether Plaintiff is entitled to 

payments under the terms of the contract is uniquely within the control of Defendant. 

35. Plaintiff reserves the right to seek additional damages from Defendant 

pursuant to Section 2 of the contract, depending on what is learned during discovery 

about marketing and business agreements that were executed.  

 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

 WHEREFORE, by virtue of Defendant’s breach of contract as alleged in this 

Complaint, Plaintiff respectfully prays that:  

(A)  The Court enter judgment in favor of Plaintiff;  

(B) Damages be awarded to Plaintiff in an amount to be determined at trial, 

plus interest, reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees;  
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(C) Pre-judgment and post-judgment interest be awarded at the highest rates 

allowed by law; and  

(D) Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as Plaintiff may prove at 

trial and this Court may deem just and proper.  

JURY TRIAL IS REQUESTED 
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Date:  December 18, 2013  Respectfully Submitted, 

    WAGSTAFF & CARTMELL LLP 

/s/ Christopher L. Schnieders     
Christopher L. Schnieders    MO Bar No. 57725   
4740 Grand Avenue, Suite 300 

    Kansas City, MO   64112 
    (816) 701-1100 - Phone 
    (816) 531-2372 - Fax 
    cschnieders@wcllp.com  
 

      
    ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
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AO 440 (Rev. 12/09)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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AO 440 (Rev. 12/09)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

’ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

’ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

’ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

’ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

’ Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
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	Defendant address: RJH Enterprises, LLCc/o Registered AgentRon Howard16543 Clayton RoadWildwood, MO  63011
	Date_Served2: 
	Civil action number: 
	Server Signature: 
	b_County_of_Residence_of: Cobb County, GA
	Nature of Suit: 190
	Sig: /s/  Christopher L. Schnieders
	Date_Today: December 18, 2013
	CHECK_YES_only_if_demand1: Yes
	Organization2: 
	10: 1
	Left With: 
	Dist: 
	Info: [        Eastern District of Missouri]

	Server Name: 
	Deputy Clerk Signature: 


