Judge: Investigation not reason enough to free drug dealers

By WENDY RUDERMAN
& BARBARA LAKER

rudermw@phillynews.com
215-854-2860

One by one, the convicted drug
dealers appeared yesterday be-
fore a Philadelphia judge on a TV
screen from prisons across the
state, hoping they’d be freed.

The inmates landed in jail after
narcotics Officer Jeffrey Cujdik
arrested them with help from his
longtime confidential informant,
Ventura Martinez.

Their public defenders argued
that they should be released on

bail, pending the outcome of an
FBI and police investigation into
allegations that Cujdik some-
times lied on search-warrant ap-
plications to gain access to sus-
pected drug homes. Those allega-
tions were first reported in the
Feb. 9 Daily News.

But Common Pleas Judge
Sheila Woods-Skipper said there
wasn’t enough evidence to con-
vince her to let these drug dealers
— some with lengthy rap sheets
—back on the street.

“While the court is very trou-
bled by the nature and serious-
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ness of the allegations and the ar-
ticles that appeared as a re-
sult ... the only evidence we
know is there is an investigation
ongoing,” Woods-Skipper said.

“Should the allegations prove
tobe true, that would be a compel-
ling reason to provide bail,” she
said.

Assistant Public Defender Bra-
dley S. Bridge is seeking to re-
open the cases of 52 convicted
drug defendants arrested by
Cujdik, 10 of whom are in prison.

Yesterday, Woods-Skipper
heard arguments on whether to
grant bail to six of the 10 jailed de-
fendants. The hearings were held
through video conferencing, al-
lowing relatives to see their loved
ones on a screen. The wife of one
defendant put her head in her
hands and rocked back and forth
when she learned her husband

was not coming home. The moth-
er of another wept openly when
Woods-Skipper denied bail for
her 3l-year-old son.

After the hearings, Bridge said
he was disappointed and dis-
agreed with Woods-Skipper’s
opinion that there wasn’t enough
evidence to at least temporarily
free the inmates.

Assistant District Attorney
Robin B. Godfrey said the judge
“did the absolute right thing.”

During yesterday’s proceeding,
Godfrey argued that convicted
drug dealers — especially ones
who had pleaded guilty —
shouldn’t be freed based on “un-
substantiated allegations” in
newspaper articles.

Bridge still hopes that Woods-
Skipper will grant new trials or
overturn convictions of the 52 de-
fendants. Woods-Skipper set a
Sept. 25 date for a status hearing,
with hopes that the investigation
will be further along. %

first day

classifieds

philly®com
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BOATS

C.C. 23ft, ’'72 1/0 fishing, newer motor,
$4,900 firm. 856-357-0932 Eric @ AMC

Mastiff Pups, home raised, health guar,
shots, parents on prem.Ready now, $1200
Also male avail for stud (856) 649-8262.

POODLE, pocket toy party, boys 10 wks
old, great dispositions Call 732-547-4113

Poodle (Toy) pups, black & white males
$350, Shih-poos $399. (717)381-7522

YORKIE Pups Small, 2 males, $900
each, AKC reg, shots & wormed, vet certi-
fied, parents on site. Call 856-981-3627

Yorkies, AKC, vet checked, parents on
prem, home raised, 24 yrs exp, $500 & up.
Call after 4pm or wknds (610)763-8809

HOMES FOR RENT

17xx 67th Ave. 2br $650
2nd floor duplex. Call 215-924-1671

47XX Marple 3/1 $90
New paint & crpt, Jack 267-980-9464

62nd &0Osage LG 1BR $575

h/w flrs, Irg kit & ba. Call 215-519-2860
MEDIA

6 BR/5.5 BA $4,450+/mo
Historic 1832 Stone, fully restored, 5 FP’s,
stone spring house, chefs kitchen
w/cherry cabinets, granite counters, heart|
pine flrs, 1.34 ac. 610-324-6538

North Wales 2/2  $1150/mo-+utils
W/D, Cent Air, Pool, tennis ct, playground,
walking trail, dck, nr transp, 215.767.6390

RE SHORE RENT

Ocean City Gardens 6/27-9/15 $8500
2/1, LR, kit, w/d, frnt porch 609.425.6452

RE SHORE RENT

4BR/4BA $380 k July
& Spacious, 609-4.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

$650/mo

Beach F

11xx Wingohocking 2br
front deck, nwly renovated (215)416-8916

19th & Spruce 1BR $875 incl utils
2nd fl, 1ba, kit, din area, LR. 215-735-9979

32xx Guilford St. 2/1 $750/mo-+utils
water incl, hardwood flrs, (215) 429-8004

46xx Penn 1BR $550 incl heat/hot water
1st floor, private entrance (267)738-4672

Frankford & Bridge, Convenient to trans.
$95-$100/wk, sec dep req’d 215.432.5637

AUTOMOTIVE

DODGE RAM 3500 2005 $14,900
SRW crw cab, 5.9 disel 121k 267.663.9301

MERCEDES-BENZ 300SDL 1987 $4900
2nd ownr, blue grt shape, 609-412-1940

Mercury Grand Marquis '01  $4999
70k miles, perfect cond (215)464-9479

Volvo S70 2000 $4950
auto, loaded, 89k miles, leather, sunroof,
inspected, Mint cond (215)416-7005

OTHER

SUZUKI Intruder 1400 1999 $4000
Immac cond, spec edition 2 tone paint,
5200 mi, gar kept. Call 215-598-7679
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