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A North Philadelphia man has
been charged with homicide by ve-
hicle for a fatal hit-and-
run earlier this month
that killed the son of a
prominent city jazz
drummer.

At 1:30 a.m. yesterday,
police said Donta
Johnson, 25, surrendered
at Police Headquarters
and claimed that he had
been driving the minivan
that struck Calvin Dominique
Weston-Wilkerson around 2 a.m.
May 7 at 9th Street and Roosevelt
Boulevard.

Weston-Wilkerson, 18, was the
son of city jazz drummer Calvin
Weston, who has toured with
such notables as Billy Martin of
Medeski, Martin and Wood.

Weston’s son was crossing 9th
Street when a dark-colored mini-
van traveling northbound on the

Boulevard struck him and failed to
stop, according to police.

Weston-Wilkerson was taken to
Temple University Hospital,
where he was pronounced dead

within20 minutes.
The following day, po-

lice said they were called
to Cottman Avenue near
Crispin Street in North-
east Philadelphia, where
a woman told them her
1994 green Dodge Cara-
van was taken without
her permission. The van
was recovered that day
about six blocks away on

Leon Street near Shelmire Ave-
nue.

Police would not comment on
Johnson’s relationship to the own-
er of the vehicle, but he and the
owner reside at the same address.

Along with the homicide by ve-
hicle charge, Johnson has also
been charged with accidents in-
volving death, driving without a li-
cense and related crimes. i
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A fourth narcotics officer has
been placed on desk duty in connec-
tion with an expanding FBI and In-
ternal Affairs investigation into alle-
gations of police misconduct.

Officer Thomas Tolstoy, a
10-year veteran of the force, was
taken off the street and forced to re-
linquish his police-issued weapon
late last week, said Internal Affairs
Chief Inspector Anthony Di-
Lacqua. DiLacqua cited the ongo-
ing probe but declined to elaborate.

Meanwhile, as the probe enters
its fifth month, a growing number
of criminal cases have been put
on hold in the wake of a Feb. 9 Dai-
ly News article that detailed alle-
gations that Officer Jeffrey
Cujdik — Tolstoy’s fellow squad
member — lied on search-war-
rant applications to get into tar-
geted drug homes.

Dozens of search warrants con-
nected to the elite narcotics
squad are now in question, forc-
ing drug suspects into legal lim-
bo. Prosecutors have asked judg-

es to postpone open criminal cas-
es involving Cujdik, pending out-
come of the FBI and Internal Af-
fairs investigation.

During a court hearing yester-
day, Assistant Public Defender
Bradley S. Bridge likened the ex-
perience to “treading water.”

Bridge’s comment prompted
Common Pleas Judge Sheila
Woods-Skipper to respond, “I
don’t know how long the treading
will last.”

Assistant District Attorney
Robin B. Godfrey explained that
the investigation is “under the
control of the federal govern-
ment” and that she had no idea
when it would conclude.

Bridge is seeking to reopen the
cases of 53 convicted drug defen-
dants — 11 of whom are in prison.

Bridge asked Woods-Skipper
to set bail for jailed defendants
who are waiting to hear if they
can get a new trial.

Bridge agreed to file individual
bail petitions in each case by next
week. Woods-Skipper set a June
19 date to hear bail motions.

The three other officers on desk
duty are: Cujdik, his brother, Rich-
ard, and Robert McDonnell. i
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Wish your father, grandfather or
husband a happy Father’s Day and
you could win two movie tickets!

Celebrate Dad with a message of love.
Messages will be published in the
Inquirer on Father’s Day, Sunday,
June 21st and in the Daily News on
Friday, June 19. The cost is $50 for
The Inquirer and $29 for the Daily
News.

To enter to win, simply submit your
Father’s Day messages(s). The more
messages you submit, the better your
chances of winning. The winner will
be announced on Friday, June 19th.

Take Dad to the movies
for Father’s Day

Pop-Pop
I love you soo much!

You are soo funny!

Love, Samantha
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4th narc gets desk duty
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Man surrenders in fatal hit-run
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