Dominican merchants blast ‘cancer’ in Police Department
| TAINTED JUSTICE |

By BARBARA LAKER

& WENDY RUDERMAN
lakerb@phillynews.com
215-854-5933

Dominican community leaders
and merchants expressed out-
rage yesterday over what they
characterized as a “criminal en-
terprise within the Police Depart-
ment” and called on Police Com-
missioner Charles Ramsey to as-
sure them he’ll root out corrupt
officers.

“This is a cancer that has to be
taken seriously and treated ag-
eressively,” said Pedro Rodriguez

of United Neighbors Against
Drugs.

Rodriguez’s fury grew out of a
Daily News investigation that un-
covered allegations that Officer
Jeffrey Cujdik and other narcot-
ics officers destroyed or cut the
wires to surveillance cameras
during store raids.

The officers said they were in
search of drug paraphernalia, spe-
cifically little plastic bags. But the
store owners said that after the
video-surveillance system in

their stores was disabled, they dis-
covered that thousands of dollars
in cash and merchandise was
missing. The Daily News inter-
viewed 14 store owners, indepen-
dently, all of whom leveled similar
accusations.

Seven more store owners came
forward after the newspaper’s
March 20 “Tainted Justice:
Smash & Grab” report, according
to Danilo Burgos, president of the
city’s 300-member Dominican
Grocers Association.

Burgos said he referred the
store owners to a federal and lo-
cal task force that was launched
to investigate allegations that
Cujdik lied on search-warrant ap-
plications to gain access to sus-
pected drug homes and that he be-
came too close to informants.

The probe expanded to include
store raids by Cujdik and other
squad members. A video of one
raid, obtained by the Daily News,
can be seen on philly.com. It
shows Cujdik and other officers
using either their bare hands or a
bread knife and pliers to disable
the surveillance system of West

Oak Lane store owner Jose Du-
ran.

The store owners, including Du-
ran, were charged with misde-
meanors and spent thousands of
dollars inlegal fees.

“None of these people should
have spent half a day in jail over
these bull--- charges,” Burgos
said.

In a letter sent to Ramsey yes-
terday, Dominican leaders said
the fact that store owners were
willing to come forward, even
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l DISCWNT CARPET

Your Carpet
Mobile Showroom

- Bill's
' DISCOUNT CARPET & FLOORING

Locally Owned and Operated

Serving PA, NJ and DE for Over 23 Years
FREE ESTIMATES « ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

4%%. 1.866.369.RUGS *1.856.264.1079
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INCREDIBLE SAVINGS FOR OVER .m

PREVIEW DAY TUESDAY ONE DAY SALE WEDNESDAY DON'T MISS IT!

LOWEST PRICE’
79.99 vourcroice

Only at Macy’s Previously 99.99/set, reg. 129.99.
Tools of the Trade Cookright hard-anodized
nonstick (shown) or stainless steel 12-pc.
cookware set.

2

LOWEST PRICES'

8.99 YOUR CHOICE

Only at Macy's Previously 12.99 each, reg. 19.99-
$20.Tools of the Trade Basics stainless steel
accessories.

Mix & measure sets, colanders, more.

LOWEST

AR

OF THE SEASON*

ON SELECTED STYLES STOREWIDE

WEDNESDAY

PLUS A PREVIEW DAY TUESDAY
SAVINGS STOREWIDE

30%-75*0FF |

GET TERRIFIC VALUES
ON HOME ESSENTIALS
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SPECIAL -

39.99

Reg. $90, sale 59.99'. Corningware French
White 15-pc. bake-and-store set. Vessels
and glass lids are dishwasher, oven, and
microwave safe.

= temperature.

SPECIAL
19.99

Reg. 49.99, sale 34.99". Presto® 20" electric
griddle. Premium nonstick surface, cool-touch
base and slide-out drip tray. #7030.

OPEN EARLY 9AM TUESDAY! SHOP 9AM-11PM WEDNESDAY!

FURNITURE STORES « 9AM-9PM AT MINNEAPOLIS (DOWNTOWN) & BOSTON « 9AM-8PM AT ST. PAUL (DOWNTOWN) & HAMPTON BAYS

EXTRA 40% OFF ALREADY-REDUCED HOME CLEARANCE PRICES

* macys

LOWEST PRICE

9.99 YOUR CHOICE
Only at Macy’s Previously 59.99/set, reg. $100.
Tools of the Trade Basics Classic stainless steel
(shown) or Everyday nonstick 12-pc. set.

LOWEST PRICE’

6.99 YOUR CHOICE
Previously 59.99 each, reg. 79.99.
Magic Bullet high-speed blender/mixer set.
Stainless steel blades. Set includes mugs,
lids and recipe book. #7712.
Or Oster 16-speed combi blender. All-metal
drive; 5-cup break-resistant glass jar. #6878.

LOWEST PRICE'
19.99

Only at Macy’s Previously 29.99, reg. 49.99.
Tools of the Trade Cookright hard-anodized
nonstick double-burner grill/griddle.
Cooking surface is half grill, half griddle.

LOWEST

PRICES

Previously 99.99,
reg. 139.99.
Cuisinart 7-cup
food processor.
Spatula, stainless
steel slicing/
shredding discs and
chopping/mixing
blade, and 7-cup
Lexan work bowl.

... LOWEST PRICE’
# 48.99

Only at Macy's Previously 59.99, reg. 99.99.
Martha Stewart Collection 5.5-gt. round
enameled cast iron casserole. Dimpled lid interior
ensures moisture retention. Oven safe to 450°F.

Recipe/instruction
book included.
#DLC5BC.

LOWESTPRICES
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though they fear retaliation
from police, “indicates that the
problem of police abuse has
reached a boiling point.”

Ramsey said he will meet with
them as soon as possible.

“They’ve got some concerns
and I'm more than happy to talk
aboutit,” he said.

“There will be a thorough in-
vestigation into the whole situa-
tion.”

City Council member Maria
Quinones-Sanchez said the Do-
minican community “should be
upset and concerned.”

“Iwant to make sure we have a
process so folks can come for-
ward without fear of retaliation
on the part of the Police Depart-
ment,” she said.

Rodriguez said he was ap-
palled that the officers seen cut-
ting camera wires in Duran’s vid-
eo are still on the street.

Ramsey said the task force
needs time to complete its inves-
tigation. Cujdik remains on desk
duty, and last week Ramsey ap-
proved a move to split up offic-
ers who had worked with Cujdik
into other squads.

“That’s just shuffling the
deck,” Rodriguez said. “It’s win-
dow dressing.” %
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LOWEST PRICE’

60% OFF

Lowest prices* $4-222.40, reg. $10-$556.
Selected fine and casual china from
Villeroy & Boch, Lenox, Charter Club and
others.

7 .99 YOUR CHOICE
Only at Macy’s Reg. $30-$40. Espana and
The Cellar round (shown) or square 4-pc. place
settings. Microwave and dishwasher safe.

SPECIAL
40% OFF g

ALL COFFEEMAKERS,
ESPRESSO MAKERS,
PERCOLATORS
AND TEAKETTLES
Reg. 9.99-2299.99,
sale 7.99-
1499.99',
special
5.99-
1379.99.

SPECIAL
40% OFF

ALL ELECTRIC GRILLS
Reg. $30-299.99, sale 19.99-249.99',
special $18-179.99.

SPECIAL

4.99 YOUR CHOICE
Only at Macy's Reg. 39.99 & $40, sale 19.99 each.
Tools of the Trade Basics hard-anodized 5-qt. chili
pot or stainless steel 12"/5-gt. deep-dish skillet.

SPECIAL SPECIAL
39.99 40% OFF
Reg. 89.99, sale 59.99'. ALL CUTLERY SETS

Rowenta Effective
iron. Adjusts steam
output to soleplate

Reg. 99.99-1599.99,
sale 69.99-1099.99',
special 59.99-959.99.

Smart auto-off.
Stainless steel

AIRGLIDE soleplate. |
#DX1700.
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BUY 1 GET 2ND
AT 50% OFF'

“w | Only at Macy's
1 Buy 1reg. 6.99-24.99, get 2nd special 3.49-
12.49". All Martha Stewart Collection cooks’ tools..

the magic of

macys.com

GIVE THE GIFT OF CHOICE...

A Macy’s Gift Card is easy for you and

it's the perfect choice for anyone! Ask your Sales
Associate or order by phone: 1-800-45-MACYS.
Terms and conditions apply to Gift Cards. Details in store.

ATTENTION PERSONS
61 1/2 AND OLDER

Diamond Industries is the area’s #1 provider of

“REVERSE MORTGAGES”

in order to repair your home!

You will get a HUGE lump sum of money,
and NEVER have to make a monthly
payment, EVER! You may consolidate
existing debts as well.

Loans are approved based on
age and equity,

CREDIT AND INCOME
DON'T MATTER!

Live in your home for the rest of your life.

WITH NO MORTGAGE PAYMENT!
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS

888-224-2217
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